Cl =o] an d 11150 East Boulevard Tel 216-421-7340 N ews Release 


Cleveland, Ohio Fax 216-229-5095 
useum 44106-1797 www.clevelandart.org 


of Art 


A world of great 
art for everyone 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT: — Julie Limpach 

(216) 707-2261 

jlimpach @clevelandart.org 


The Cleveland Museum of Art Hosts 
Solo Exhibition by Kelly McLane in Project 244 


Luminous landscapes highlighted in Contemporary Art Series 


CLEVELAND (March 10, 2004) — Emerging Los Angeles-based artist Kelly McLane’s (American, b. 1968) 
enigmatic scenes of nature are featured in her first solo museum exhibition, Kelly McLane: My Blue-Green 
Algae. The exhibition, on view at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA), May 2 to Aug. 22, 2004, will include 
four large-scale canvases and six drawings created specifically for this exhibition. This is the fourth in the 
Museum’s Project 244 series. 

Admission to this exhibition and the Museum is free. 

Kelly McLane’s paintings are startling ruminations on seemingly post-apocalyptic scenarios. Her tour- 
de-force compositions address essential questions of man’s relationship to his origins, nature and other species. 
Blue-Green Algae, the common name for Cyanobacteria, are among the first and most primitive living 
organisms on earth. It has been suggested that some three billion years ago, they were responsible for changing 
the earth’s environment into an atmosphere rich in oxygen that could support plants and animals. 

CMA Associate Curator of Contemporary Art, Jeffrey D. Grove said, “Kelly McLane’s extraordinary 
compositions are sweeping in their scope, direct and accessible. Sincerely questioning and profoundly 
humanistic, McLanes’ new body of work, My Blue-Green Algae addresses personal yet universal questions 
regarding one’s relationship to self, nature, family and the universe.” 

Kelly McLane’s ethereal paintings and drawings have been described as “dystopic fringe landscapes.” 
McLane’s uniquely American understanding of the heartland and her philosophic inquiry into determinism and 
stasis shape a disquieting vision of nature and its volatile forces. In McLane’s work, we are reminded that the 
interaction between humans and nature is often an antagonistic one. 

McLane’s paintings and drawings highlight atmospheric oddities, the effects of gravity and entropy, 
and the disintegration of man-made goods. Homes, freeways and road signs succumb to the elements, as 
floods, fires, tornadoes and tsunamis affect humans and human creations in ways that are both atrocious and 


terribly beautiful. Her sublime work resonate with this tension. 


(more) 


CMA/ Kelly McLane — 2 


Free Public Reception 


Fri., April 30, 5:30 —7 p.m., Project 244 Gallery 
Be the first to meet the artist and celebrate the opening of Kelly McLane: My Blue-Green 
Algae at this public reception. Free music and cash bar. 


Free Artist Talk 


Sat., May 1, 2 p.m., Recital Hall 
Kelly McLane discusses her work and her new series, My Blue-Green Algae. 


Free Gallery Talks 


Sun., May 16, 1:30 p.m., Wed., June 2, 1:30 p.m., Wed., July 7, 6:00 p.m. and 
Wed., Aug. 11, 1:30 p.m. CMA Educator Karen Levinsky will conduct gallery talks in the 
exhibition. Meet at the Information Desk. 


Free Painting Demonstration 


Fri., June 18, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m. and Sat., June 19, 1— 4:30 p.m. Rear of the North Lobby 
Local portrait painter, Steven Seward will demonstrate the use of thin oil glazes, a technique 
similar to those used by Kelly McLane. 


Free Public Lecture 


Sat., July 24 at 2 p.m. 
Escaping Landscapes: Kelly McLane and Urban Sprawl 
Augusto Bordelois, Visual Artist and Assistant Director of Educational Programs, Park Works 
will give insight into Kelly McLane’s work. 
The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 
The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 


international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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